
 
 

Monday:  Making Plans 
 
PRAY:  Ask God to speak to you from His Word. 
 
READ:  James 4:13 
13 Now listen, you who say, “Today or tomorrow we will go to this or that city, spend a year 
there, carry on business and make money.”  
 
 
UNDERSTAND: get a deeper understanding of the key words 
 

1. Begin by underlining nouns with a single line, double underline verbs, and circle 
descriptive words.  

2. Make a list of the keys words/phrases and think about what they mean. 
 
Snapshot: In this passage James is presenting the problem of planning our lives 
without giving thought to what God’s wants. If we are not careful we will make our 
plans based on our own desires which are most often sinful. Because of our sin nature 
we have the tendency to plan our lives around what we think is best. We make our own 
decisions and then ask God to be involved and bless our plans. But what we should do 
is seek God first and ask Him to direct our steps. 

 
APPLY: What is this passage calling me to do? 
 
Read Proverbs 16:3. What plans have you not first committed to God? 
 
Read Proverbs 16:25. What are you currently doing that could lead to destruction? 
 
Read Proverbs 19:21. What does this verse say about God’s will? 
 
 
PRAY:  Ask God to help you seek His will and plans over your own. 
   



 
 

Tuesday:  What Is Your Life? 
 
PRAY:  Ask God to speak to you from His Word. 
 
READ:  James 4:14 
14 Why, you do not even know what will happen tomorrow. What is your life? You are a mist 
that appears for a little while and then vanishes.  
 
 
UNDERSTAND: get a deeper understanding of the key words 
 

1. Begin by underlining nouns with a single line, double underline verbs, and circle 
descriptive words.  

2. Make a list of the keys words/phrases and think about what they mean. 
 
Snapshot: In this verse, James is making the point that our lives are much shorter than 
we’d like to admit. We often make our plans based on short-term circumstances. We 
forget that before we know it our time will be up. We have no idea what will happen in 
the future. Therefore, we need to trust in God’s plan and will for our lives.  

 
APPLY: What is this passage calling me to do? 
 
Read Psalm 90:12. If you knew how many days you had left to live, how would that 
change the way that you are living? 
 
In light of this, why wouldn’t you start living that way now, since you know that your 
days are numbered? 
 
What areas of your life are most temporary? If you have children, how many days are 
left before they become an adult? How does that number change your perspective? 
 
 
PRAY:  Ask God to help you prioritize the things that matter most. 
   



 
 

Wednesday:  The Lord’s Will 
 
PRAY:  Ask God to speak to you from His Word. 
 
READ:  James 4:15 
15 Instead, you ought to say, “If it is the Lord’s will, we will live and do this or that.”  
 
 
UNDERSTAND: get a deeper understanding of the key words 
 

1. Begin by underlining nouns with a single line, double underline verbs, and circle 
descriptive words.  

2. Make a list of the keys words/phrases and think about what they mean. 
 
Snapshot: In this verse, James is teaching that we think, plan, and do everything with 
God’s will in mind. Instead of assuming that our plans are best and correct, we should 
know that only God’s plan prevail. God can step into our lives and change every detail 
that He wishes. Faith requires us to trust God’s plan over our own. 

 
APPLY: What is this passage calling me to do? 
 
How does the phrase, “If it’s the Lord’s will” change how you think about making plans? 
 
Read Proverbs 16:3-9. If God were establishing your plans, how would it be different 
from your current plans? 
 
 
PRAY:  Ask God to show you the next step in His plan for your life. 
   



 
 

Thursday:  Schemes 
 
PRAY:  Ask God to speak to you from His Word. 
 
READ:  James 4:16 
16 As it is, you boast in your arrogant schemes. All such boasting is evil.  
 
 
UNDERSTAND: get a deeper understanding of the key words 
 

1. Begin by underlining nouns with a single line, double underline verbs, and circle 
descriptive words.  

2. Make a list of the keys words/phrases and think about what they mean. 
 
Snapshot: In this verse, James reveals the root of the problem which is pride and 
arrogance. Our struggle with pride is that we can’t usually see it in ourselves. The more 
we follow Christ and read God’s word, the more we will see our pride problem present 
itself. Once we see pride the way that God sees it, we can begin to humble ourselves 
and make the necessary changes. 

 
APPLY: What is this passage calling me to do? 
 
Read Proverbs 16:18. In what ways does pride lead to destruction? 
 
In what ways are you being prideful or arrogant? 
 
 
PRAY:  Ask God to help you see your pride and humble yourself before Him. 
   



 
 

Friday:  The Good We Ought to Do 
 
PRAY:  Ask God to speak to you from His Word. 
 
READ:  James 4:17 
17 If anyone, then, knows the good they ought to do and doesn’t do it, it is sin for them. 
 
 
UNDERSTAND: get a deeper understanding of the key words 
 

1. Begin by underlining nouns with a single line, double underline verbs, and circle 
descriptive words.  

2. Make a list of the keys words/phrases and think about what they mean. 
 
Snapshot: In this verse, James concludes his teaching about making plans by dealing 
with our sin problem. If we know the right thing to do and don’t do it, that is sin. If we 
keep our lives so busy that we miss out on serving God and others, that is also sin. 
Therefore, we should plan ahead by prioritizing the good things that God calls all of us 
to do.  

 
APPLY: What is this passage calling me to do? 
 
Read Proverbs 14:22. What good things do you need to plan to do? 
 
What good things are you choosing not to do? Why? 
 
What could be the consequences of neglecting these good things? 
 
 
PRAY:  Ask God to help you prioritize the good things He has commanded us to do. 
 

   



 
 

Saturday: Prepare for Sunday 
 
REVIEW:  Take a few minutes to make a list of what you’ve learned this week. 
 
PRAY: Ask God to use this time to help you get familiar with Sunday’s scripture passage. 
 
READ: James 5:1-6 
1 Now listen, you rich people, weep and wail because of the misery that is coming on you. 2 
Your wealth has rotted, and moths have eaten your clothes. 3 Your gold and silver are 
corroded. Their corrosion will testify against you and eat your flesh like fire. You have hoarded 
wealth in the last days. 4 Look! The wages you failed to pay the workers who mowed your fields 
are crying out against you. The cries of the harvesters have reached the ears of the Lord 
Almighty. 5 You have lived on earth in luxury and self-indulgence. You have fattened yourselves 
in the day of slaughter. 6 You have condemned and murdered the innocent one, who was not 
opposing you. 
 
THINK:  Go ahead and underline key words and phrases. 
 
Start thinking about what this passage is saying. 

● What stands out to you in this passage? 
● What do you think is the main idea? 
● What parts are confusing or hard to understand? 
● How might this passage help you to follow Jesus better? 

 
PRAY:  Ask God to prepare you for tomorrow’s worship service. 


