
 
 

Monday: No Favorites 
 
PRAY:  Ask God to speak to you from His Word. 
 
READ:  James 2:1 
My brothers and sisters, believers in our glorious Lord Jesus Christ must not show 
favoritism.  

 
UNDERSTAND: get a deeper understanding of the key words  

● My brothers and sisters. This is a family matter. James is including himself and 
communicating that what he is about to discuss comes out of love and concern for the 
people in his spiritual family.  

● Believers. It is important to note that James speaks to the followers of Christ. 
Favoritism was part of the culture but the church, the believers, were called to be 
different.  

● Must not show. There is no wiggle room here. James gets straight to the point. Must 
not. This word carries the idea of continuation. In other words, do not make a practice 
or a habit of favoritism.   

● Favoritism. Literally means “to lift up one’s face.” Although the original word was 
neutral it began to be used negatively to mean judging someone based on their 
outward appearance. Favoritism is condemned throughout the bible (See: Ephesians 
6:9; Colossians 3:25; 1 Tim 5:21; Leviticus 19:15; Exodus 23:3; Proverbs 28:21). 
Ultimately favoritism is wrong because it is not a characteristic of God (See Romans 
2:11; Acts 10:34).  

○ God judges based on what is in the heart; we judge based on what we see. 
Favoritism is respecting the outward actions and behavior over the inward value 
and worth of a person.  

 
APPLY: What is this passage calling me to do?  
 
Is it possible to show favoritism and not realize it? 
 
What are some ways we treat people differently because of their appearance or 
behavior? How can this be dangerous? 
 
How does God view of people differ from how you view people? 
 
PRAY:  Ask God to reveal to you some areas where you may be showing favoritism. Ask him to 
help you begin to break  
   



 
 

Tuesday:  Special Attention 
 
PRAY:  Ask God to speak to you from His Word. 
 
READ:  James 2:2-4 
2 Suppose a man comes into your meeting wearing a gold ring and fine clothes, and a poor 
man in filthy old clothes also comes in. 3 If you show special attention to the man wearing 
fine clothes and say, “Here’s a good seat for you,” but say to the poor man, “You stand there” 
or “Sit on the floor by my feet,” 4 have you not discriminated among yourselves and become 
judges with evil thoughts? 
 
UNDERSTAND: get a deeper understanding of the key words  

● Suppose. Favoritism is difficult to see in the mirror. So James give us a story to show 
what it looks like to treat people differently based on outward appearance.  

● Gold Ring, Fine Clothes; Filthy, Old Clothes. To be noticed. Or recognized. We all 
have a dangerous need inside us to been recognized or noticed by others. 

● Special Attention: Favoritism is often as simple as treating people differently, showing 
special attention to some and not others. We often say we would never do such a thing. 
However, if a famous sports star, actor or actress walked in we would certainly offer 
special recognition to them over the average person who walks through our doors.  

● Discriminated. Judges. Evil Thoughts. Favoritism is a close relative of discrimination. 
The more we allow ourselves to separate people based on outward appearance the 
more likely we are to discriminate, judge, and develop evil thoughts. There will always 
be social, racial, gender, and economic differences in the church. The church has 
always been and should always be the place fighting to wipe out these distinctions.  

 
APPLY: What is this passage calling me to do?  
 
Can you think of times, maybe even unintentional, where you, or someone you know, have 
recognized someone solely on outward achievements? 
 
What are the dangers that can accompany us having a need to be recognized? How does this 
fuel our favoritism toward others? 
 
How can giving special attention to people because of their accomplishments lead us to 
discrimination, judgement and eventually evil thoughts? 
  
PRAY:  Ask God to help you see the places where you unintentionally show special attention to 
people based on their outward accomplishments. Pray for God to help you recognize areas 
where you are willing to compromise your standards just to be noticed.   



 
 

Wednesday: Rich in Faith 
 
PRAY:  Ask God to speak to you from His Word. 
 
READ:  James 2:5-7 
5 Listen, my dear brothers and sisters: Has not God chosen those who are poor in the eyes of 
the world to be rich in faith and to inherit the kingdom he promised those who love him? 6 
But you have dishonored the poor. Is it not the rich who are exploiting you? Are they not the 
ones who are dragging you into court? 7 Are they not the ones who are blaspheming the 
noble name of him to whom you belong? 
 
UNDERSTAND: get a deeper understanding of the key words  

● Chosen. To be called out, recognized or selected by someone. Not based on actions or 
deserving to be selected. God does not choose us based on anything we can do.  

● Poor to be Rich in Faith. Throughout the bible God chose the people others would 
not. Jesus' concern was not on appearance but on condition of the soul. Those who 
matter to no one else are immensely important to God and should be to us also. 

● Those who love him. God is not looking for appearance or talent or wealth, He is 
looking for people who love and are fully devoted to Him.  

● Dishonored. In our society, those who have nothing to offer are most often the most 
neglected … even inside the church. It is the love of Christ, not the accomplishments of 
man, that should be recognized most inside the church.  

● Exploiting, Dragging, Blaspheming. This is not to say that all rich people are evil. In 
this context the very people who were being favorited were the people exploiting, 
dragging others to court and blaspheming God. Often it is the very thing we are 
working hard to get that become the thing that drags us where we do not want to go.   

 
APPLY: What is this passage calling me to do?  
 
Why do you think God has chosen the poor to be “rich in faith” (see Matthew 5:3)? 
 
What are some ways that other people see that love God? 
 
Make a list of the things or people that you chase after or aspire towards that might be 
causing you to compromise God’s standards for your life.  
 
PRAY:  Ask God to help you put him first today. Pray for help in recognizing the areas where 
you are chasing after something that is dragging you away from God.  
   



 
 

Thursday:  The Opposite of Favoritism 
 
PRAY:  Ask God to speak to you from His Word. 
 
READ:  James 2:8-11 
8 If you really keep the royal law found in Scripture, “Love your neighbor as yourself,” you 
are doing right. 9 But if you show favoritism, you sin and are convicted by the law as 
lawbreakers. 10 For whoever keeps the whole law and yet stumbles at just one point is 
guilty of breaking all of it. 11 For he who said, “You shall not commit adultery,” also said, “You 
shall not murder.” If you do not commit adultery but do commit murder, you have become a 
lawbreaker. 
 
UNDERSTAND: get a deeper understanding of the key words  

● Really Keep. Fulfill. To perform over time. The solution to favoritism is not a one time 
fix. It is ongoing. It is a constant struggle to do what is right.  

● Love Your Neighbor as Yourself. It is a natural part of being human that we care for 
our basic needs. Even if you are not happy with your appearance, not doing things you 
are proud of or are in a low place in life --you care for yourself. Why not do that for 
others (See Luke 10:25-37).  

● Sin. To miss the mark. To wander away from the things God sees most important.  
● Lawbreakers. One who breaks the law.  
● Stumbles at one point. Too often we believe that if we do a bunch of things right we 

can excuse a few bad things. Not so. If you were to steal from a store you could not use 
the excuse that you did not kill anyone to get of trouble. By breaking the law just once 
you become a lawbreaker in need of grace or mercy in order to be pardoned.  

 
APPLY: What is this passage calling me to do?  
 
What does it really mean to “love your neighbor as yourself”? Why is it so difficult? 
 
When was the last time you sacrificed something to help someone else? (See Acts 2:42-47)  
 
What are some sins in your life you tend to overlook or rationalize? 
 
PRAY:  Ask God to help you love others as you do yourself. Thank God for providing Jesus as a 
way to pardon you from being a lawbreaker.  
   



 
 

Friday:  Mercy Triumphs Over Judgement 
 
PRAY:  Ask God to speak to you from His Word. 
 
READ:  James 2:12-13 
12 Speak and act as those who are going to be judged by the law that gives freedom, 13 
because judgment without mercy will be shown to anyone who has not been merciful. Mercy 
triumphs over judgment. 
 
UNDERSTAND: get a deeper understanding of the key words  

● Speak and Act - Going to be judged. Live your life in a way that reflects the fact that 
you will be judged for the things you say and do.  

● Law that gives freedom. Boundaries bring freedom. There is great danger outside of 
God’s protection. Obeying God’s laws provides the freedom to enjoy life and to become 
the person God wants you to be.  

● Mercy. Mercy is compassion or forgiveness shown toward someone whom it is within 
one's power to punish or harm. You have the ability to punish or harm with your words 
and actions or the ability to show compassion to forgive … Which will you choose?  

● Mercy triumphs over judgement. Mercy is always better than allowing ourselves to 
judge people based on outward appearance. It is what Christ did for us… 

  
Romans 5:6-11. 6 You see, at just the right time, when we were still powerless, Christ died for 

the ungodly. 8 God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ 
died for us. 10 For if, while we were God’s enemies, we were reconciled to him through the 

death of his Son, how much more, having been reconciled, shall we be saved through his life! 
11 Not only is this so, but we also boast in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom 

we have now received reconciliation.  
 
APPLY: What is this passage calling me to do?  
 
Discuss some times in your life when you have received mercy.  
 
Discuss a situation in your life where  you need to show mercy. 
 
Have you truly accepted God’s mercy? Are you still seeking the approval of others or is 
the approval of God truly enough for you?  
 
PRAY:  Ask God to help you be thankful for the times you have received mercy and to be more 
aware of the opportunity to show mercy to others. Be thankful for Christ dying for us to even 
when we were enemies.     



 
 

Saturday: Prepare for Sunday 
 
REVIEW:  Take a few minutes to make a list of what you’ve learned this week. 
 
PRAY: Ask God to use this time to help you get familiar with Sunday’s scripture passage. 
 
READ: James 2:14-26 
 

14 What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if someone claims to have faith but has no 
deeds? Can such faith save them? 15 Suppose a brother or a sister is without clothes 
and daily food. 16 If one of you says to them, “Go in peace; keep warm and well fed,” 
but does nothing about their physical needs, what good is it? 17 In the same way, faith 
by itself, if it is not accompanied by action, is dead. 
 
18 But someone will say, “You have faith; I have deeds.” 
 
Show me your faith without deeds, and I will show you my faith by my deeds. 19 You 
believe that there is one God. Good! Even the demons believe that—and shudder. 
 
20 You foolish person, do you want evidence that faith without deeds is useless[d]? 21 
Was not our father Abraham considered righteous for what he did when he offered his 
son Isaac on the altar? 22 You see that his faith and his actions were working together, 
and his faith was made complete by what he did. 23 And the scripture was fulfilled that 
says, “Abraham believed God, and it was credited to him as righteousness,”[e] and he 
was called God’s friend. 24 You see that a person is considered righteous by what they 
do and not by faith alone. 
 
25 In the same way, was not even Rahab the prostitute considered righteous for what 
she did when she gave lodging to the spies and sent them off in a different direction? 
26 As the body without the spirit is dead, so faith without deeds is dead. 

 
THINK:  Go ahead and underline key words and phrases. 
 
Start thinking about what this passage is saying. 

● What stands out to you in this passage? 
● What do you think is the main idea? 
● What parts are confusing or hard to understand? 
● How might this passage help you to follow Jesus better? 

 
PRAY:  Ask God to prepare you for tomorrow’s worship service. 


