
 
 

Monday:  What Good Is It? 
 
PRAY:  Ask God to speak to you from His Word. 
 
READ:  James 2:14 
14 What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if someone claims to have faith but has no 
deeds? Can such faith save them? 

 
UNDERSTAND: get a deeper understanding of the key words 

● What good is it: Another way to translate this is, “What advantage is it?” or “What does 
it profit?” There is no good in having faith that is not proven by action. Our actions 
either prove or disprove the authenticity of our faith. 

● Claims to have faith: It’s easy to claim that we have faith. Almost everyone in our 
culture today says they have faith of some kind. If we’re not careful we will work hard 
to give the appearance of having faith. But faith is not something to be merely claimed 
or paraded. Faith is intended to change everything about who we are ultimately how 
we live. 

● Has no deeds: James is asking a question to make his case much like Jesus would do in 
the Gospels. What’s the point of even having faith without action? If our faith does not 
drive how we behave, our faith is of no value to us or anyone else. 

● Can such faith save them?: James is not arguing that good deeds will bring us 
salvation. Good deeds are the evidence of genuine faith. Real faith will drive us to live 
in such a way that honors God and serves others. 

 
APPLY: What is this passage calling me to do? 
 
Why do we feel the need to appear that we have faith to others?  
 
Why kind of things do we do to try to portray the appearance of faith? 
 
James is saying that faith without genuine deeds cannot save us. Do you have the kind 
of faith that can save you? 
 
 
PRAY:  Ask God to help you genuinely live out your faith. 
   



 
 

Tuesday:  Praying is Not Enough 
 
PRAY:  Ask God to speak to you from His Word. 
 
READ:  James 2:15-17 
15 Suppose a brother or a sister is without clothes and daily food. 16 If one of you says to 
them, “Go in peace; keep warm and well fed,” but does nothing about their physical needs, 
what good is it? 17 In the same way, faith by itself, if it is not accompanied by action, is dead. 
 
UNDERSTAND: get a deeper understanding of the key words 

● Without clothes and daily food: James is referring to the daily needs of a person. It’s 
easy for those of us who have what we need to forget that there are so many living 
without the basic needs of life. That’s why followers of Christ need to be on the lookout 
for those we can help. 

● Go in peace; keep warm and well fed: A modern day version of this phrase would be, 
“I’m praying for you.” While it’s great to encourage and pray for those in need, it means 
nothing if we are not also willing to help. Words without actions can actually be 
harmful and offensive to those who need physical help.  

● Physical needs:  James is talking about daily needs like food and shelter. In our 
blessed American culture, we take our basic physical needs for granted. We rarely have 
to worry about having our needs met. As a result, we can miss the needs that are 
around us every day. 

● Faith by itself...is dead: The Greek word for death is nekros. In this context James 
uses this word to describe being destitute of power, inactive, and ineffective. Faith 
without action is pointless. If our faith doesn’t move us to act then it has no power and 
is therefore worthless. 

 
APPLY: What is this passage calling me to do? 
 
What are some modern forms of “Go in peace; keep warm and well fed”? 
 
What needs are around you that you are avoiding or ignoring? 
 
What can you do today to start helping those in need? 
 
 
PRAY:  Ask God to help you identify and serve those who are in need. 
   



 
 

Wednesday:  Even the Demons Believe 
 
PRAY:  Ask God to speak to you from His Word. 
 
READ:  James 2:18-19 
18 But someone will say, “You have faith; I have deeds.” Show me your faith without deeds, 
and I will show you my faith by my deeds. 19 You believe that there is one God. Good! 
Even the demons believe that—and shudder. 
 
UNDERSTAND: get a deeper understanding of the key words 

● You have faith; I have deeds: It is common for people to say they believe and think 
that is enough. Some people seem to think you can separate faith from action. But 
James is making the argument that it is not possible to separate faith and action. 

● I will show you my faith by my deeds: If you really believe something you will live it 
out. Faith can only be proven by action. James learned this principle from what Jesus 
taught in Matthew 7:15-20; 24-29. The result of genuine faith is good deeds. While 
deeds do not result in faith, genuine faith results in deeds. 

● You believe that there is one God: Most people believe in some kind of God. But 
belief that God exists is not the definition of faith. True faith is an unwavering trust in 
who God is and an unwavering commitment to living out God’s word. 

● Even the demons believe: Satan and his demons believe in the One True God. They 
even know who God is better than we do. Since they are fallen angels, they have seen 
God and know His sovereign power. James is arguing that the demons know more 
about God than we do and yet they are completely disobedient and eternally damned. 
Therefore, knowledge is not equal to saving faith. 

 
APPLY: What is this passage calling me to do? 
 
What do you think is James’ main point? 
 
Why can’t we separate faith and good deeds? 
 
How is your faith different from the faith of the demons? 
 
 
PRAY:  Ask God to grow your faith beyond a surface level of knowledge. 
   



 
 

Thursday:  Useless 
 
PRAY:  Ask God to speak to you from His Word. 
 
READ:  James 2:20-23 
20 You foolish person, do you want evidence that faith without deeds is useless? 21 Was not 
our father Abraham considered righteous for what he did when he offered his son Isaac on 
the altar? 22 You see that his faith and his actions were working together, and his faith was 
made complete by what he did. 23 And the scripture was fulfilled that says, “Abraham believed 
God, and it was credited to him as righteousness,” and he was called God’s friend.  
 
UNDERSTAND: get a deeper understanding of the key words 

● You foolish person: James is showing us the definition of being foolish much like the 
Proverbs do in the Old Testament. A fool is someone who knows the right thing to do 
but continues to do the wrong thing anyway (Proverbs 22:3; 26:11). Therefore, saying 
we trust in God while not following His word is foolish. 

● Evidence: A better translation might be, “Do you want me to prove this for you?” James 
is not teaching his opinion. He is teaching us that faith without works is certainly and 
absolutely not genuine faith. 

● Faith without deeds is useless: James uses the Greek word argos for useless. This 
word is also used to describe being lazy and shunning things that ought to be done. 
Therefore, faith without deeds is lazy, useless, and ultimately worthless. 

● Abraham considered righteous for what he did: God told Abraham to sacrifice his 
son as a test of his faith (Genesis 22:1-18). God will often ask us to do things that are 
painful and difficult to refine our faith. It is how God makes our faith stronger. 

● His faith and his actions were working together: James is not teaching that 
Abraham’s actions provided his salvation. James is teaching that our actions should 
demonstrate that we have been saved. Faith and actions should work together to show 
our faith to be complete. 

● Credited to him as righteousness: James is quoting Genesis 15:6. Abraham’s faith 
resulted in immediate action. That kind of faith is credited to us as righteousness. We 
are right with God when our faith in Him is genuine in our everyday lives. 

 
APPLY: What is this passage calling me to do? 
 
Do your actions match what you say you believe? Why or why not? 
 
PRAY:  Ask God to reveal to you whether or not your faith is genuine, saving faith. 
   



 
 

Friday:  Dead Faith 
 
PRAY:  Ask God to speak to you from His Word. 
 
READ:  James 2:24-26 
24 You see that a person is considered righteous by what they do and not by faith alone. 25 
In the same way, was not even Rahab the prostitute considered righteous for what she did 
when she gave lodging to the spies and sent them off in a different direction? 26 As the body 
without the spirit is dead, so faith without deeds is dead. 
 
UNDERSTAND: get a deeper understanding of the key words 

● A person is considered righteous by what they do and not by faith alone: Mere 
belief in a set of facts or information is not enough to make us right with God. Anyone 
can believe information, but if we truly believe we will live out our faith. 

● Rahab the prostitute considered righteous: At some point Rahab came to believe in 
God’s saving work for the Israelites. She risked her life to shelter and protect the spies 
in Jericho (Joshua 2:1-24). This action proved that her faith was genuine. No matter 
what your past may be, genuine faith still brings forgiveness and salvation. Our past 
should not hinder our ability to live out our faith. 

● As the body without the spirit is dead: The spirit is considered to be the lifesource 
on the body. Without a spirit a person is dead. James is using this to illustrate the 
certainty of the principle he is teaching. 

● faith without deeds is dead: James’ main point in this entire section is that faith 
without action is dead. This cannot be debated and is non-negotiable. If there is 
nothing to show for your faith, then you do not have saving faith. 

 
APPLY: What is this passage calling me to do? 
 
Rahab had a shady past. In what ways is your past hindering your obedience to God? 
 
Do you find it odd that God would consider Rahab righteous? Why or why not? 
 
According to what James is teaching, is your faith alive or dead? 
 
 
PRAY:  Ask God to help you get over your past and obey His will for your life. 
 

   



 
 

Saturday: Prepare for Sunday 
 
REVIEW:  Take a few minutes to make a list of what you’ve learned this week. 
 
PRAY: Ask God to use this time to help you get familiar with Sunday’s scripture passage. 
 
READ: James 3:1-12 
1 Not many of you should become teachers, my fellow believers, because you know that we 
who teach will be judged more strictly. 2 We all stumble in many ways. Anyone who is never at 
fault in what they say is perfect, able to keep their whole body in check. 
3 When we put bits into the mouths of horses to make them obey us, we can turn the whole 
animal. 4 Or take ships as an example. Although they are so large and are driven by strong 
winds, they are steered by a very small rudder wherever the pilot wants to go. 5 Likewise, the 
tongue is a small part of the body, but it makes great boasts. Consider what a great forest is 
set on fire by a small spark. 6 The tongue also is a fire, a world of evil among the parts of the 
body. It corrupts the whole body, sets the whole course of one’s life on fire, and is itself set on 
fire by hell. 
7 All kinds of animals, birds, reptiles and sea creatures are being tamed and have been tamed 
by mankind, 8 but no human being can tame the tongue. It is a restless evil, full of deadly 
poison. 
9 With the tongue we praise our Lord and Father, and with it we curse human beings, who have 
been made in God’s likeness. 10 Out of the same mouth come praise and cursing. My brothers 
and sisters, this should not be. 11 Can both fresh water and salt water flow from the same 
spring? 12 My brothers and sisters, can a fig tree bear olives, or a grapevine bear figs? Neither 
can a salt spring produce fresh water. 
 
THINK:  Go ahead and underline key words and phrases. 
 
Start thinking about what this passage is saying. 

● What stands out to you in this passage? 
● What do you think is the main idea? 
● What parts are confusing or hard to understand? 
● How might this passage help you to follow Jesus better? 

 
PRAY:  Ask God to prepare you for tomorrow’s worship service. 


